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One in three women worldwide experience physical or sexual violence, mostly by an intimate 

partner. Violence against women and girls is a human rights violation, and the immediate and 

long-term physical, sexual, and mental consequences for women and girls can be devastating, 

including death. 

Violence negatively affects women’s general well-being and prevents women from fully 

participating in society. It impacts their families, their community, and the country at large. It has 

tremendous costs, from greater strains on health care to legal expenses and losses in productivity. 

At least 155 countries have passed laws on domestic violence, and 140 have legislation on sexual 

harassment in the workplace (World Bank 2020). But challenges remain in enforcing these laws, 

limiting women and girls’ access to safety and justice. Not enough is done to prevent violence, 

and when it does occur, it often goes unpunished. 

 

Competition Conducted on the Occasion of the End violence against women: 

 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/32639/9781464815324.pdf


 

 



 



 


